
History Summer Reading 9-12 grades  Curt Deming:curtdeming@ccslions.org 
 
Happy Memorial Day! 
 
Summer Reading News 

I have received emails from several of you already this week, and I appreciate your forward thinking. For 
future AP students, allowing next year’s class to guide some of your summer entertainment choices can 
be an efficient way to bank some good grades and knowledge in advance. For this first email, I’m going 
to include everyone who is already on my class lists from 2019-2020 who has expressed any interest. 
Feel free to forward this to anyone else you know who might be interested. You are not obliged to 
correspond with me over the summer, but I will be available to answer your questions. 

I won’t repeat everything I posted last week in my APUSH and APEH summer reading handouts, but a 
few main ideas: Both of those classes have a book review requirement of one per quarter, and it is okay 
to do them ahead this summer. Audio books are okay, and eager readers can do a bonus book review of 
one per quarter. I count the book reviews as test grades, and we don’t have that many tests, so this is a 
good way for a student to take control of the grade book early.  My other classes have a lighter outside 
reading requirement, usually one book per semester. For APUSH and APEH, there is also a film review 
requirement (one per quarter) and bonus opportunity (one per month). These count as quizzes, and 
they are not required in my other classes. 

Frequently Asked Questions: 

Book review / Film review format?  Look at the summer reading handouts, and I’ll post attachments. It’s 
always some variation of the same PIRATES format. 

Is there a list of recommended books? I won’t publish one, but there are several available online with a 
google search. Because so many of the books and films for AP classes are aimed at college-level readers 
and viewers, sometimes the content is not appropriate for all audiences. There is no need for you to 
compromise any of your family’s boundaries in order to complete these assignments. 

Friendly advice: 

If you have a Brevard County Library card, I recommend that you check out the Libby app. 

Look for podcasts. I have not figured out a way to work these into an assignment, but maybe you can 
help me.  Let’s share recommendations. 

My action plan for this summer: 

I have experimented with different formats in the past, but this year I’m going to send a big group email 
early (this thing you are reading now), then all of you can interact if you like by choosing “reply all.”  
When should you do that? I would be interested in knowing what books you are reading and films you 
are watching that you will use for next year’s class, and I think other students could get good ideas from 
you. I’ll get the ball rolling with an adapted version of Uncle Curt’s bookmobile, with comments specific 
to upcoming classes. 

Let’s do the same with podcasts. I don’t have as much experience here, but I’m a fan of “Stuff You 
Missed in History Class” and “Revisionist History” and “Freakonomics.” I have heard several titles that 



sound interesting to me, but I haven’t had time to check them out, and that’s why I would value your 
reviews. 

Copied from Week of 4/13 Overviews (back when I was naïve enough to think that my students would 
have time for optional stuff in April and May).  This time I will add in all CAPS upcoming classes for which 
this book would be suitable: 

Uncle Curt’s Bookmobile:  The last time I put this on the board in class was early March for the month of 
February.  So now I will update you for March and April so far:  

Educated by Tara Westover – Same genre as Glass Castles and Hillbilly Elegy, it’s a memoir from an adult 
child who overcame a dysfunctional upbringing to thrive as an adult.  WORLD RELIGIONS; APHUG 

Almost Everything by Anne Lamott – Almost stream of consciousness reminiscences of an insightful 
Christian, light but pleasant. WORLD RELIGIONS 

A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles – historical novel set in Soviet Union after the 1917 revolution.  
The main character is a former nobleman who was not enough of an enemy of the state to be executed, 
but also not completely trustworthy, so he spends decades under house arrest at a formerly posh hotel. 
OKAY FOR APEH, BUT NOT THE MOST INTERESTING  

Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson – Aleck recommended the movie based upon this book.  I still haven’t 
seen the movie, but the book was impressive.  The author is the founder of the Equal Justice Initiative, 
dedicated to defending the needy.   APUSH 

Pont Neuf by Max Byrd – historical novel set in Paris near the end of World War II – APEH, NOT MY 
FAVORITE, BUT IT WAS SHORT 

The New Testament in Its World by N.T. Wright and Michael F. Bird – excellent contextualization for any 
reading of the New Testament – WORLD RELIGIONS 

This is a new update, covering late April to the end of the school year: 

Mobituaries by Mo Rocca – gimmicky reworking of his podcast highlights into book form, but there were 
some interesting stories here – APUSH 

Calico Joe by John Grisham – readable baseball novel – NONE 

Catch and Kill by Ronan Farrow – When I was a teenager, All the President’s Men made me want to be 
an investigative journalist for a minute. This book might do the same for a new generation of aspiring 
journalists. Farrow advocates for victims of sexual exploitation against Harvey Weinstein, Matt Lauer, 
NBC News and others who victimized women and defended their exploiters. APUSH 

Restoration: Returning the Torah of Moses to the Disciples of Jesus by D. Thomas Lancaster.  The author 
pushes harder than I would, but it promotes an appropriate respect for the Jewish roots of Christianity. 
WORLD RELIGIONS (but I suspect you could find more interesting things to read, unless you have a 
particular interest in this subject). 

The Mirror and the Light by Hilary Mantel. This is part 3 of the trilogy that began with Wolf Hall (also a 
great PBS series). This book series is set in the Tudor court when Henry VIII was king. Book #3 opens with 
the execution of Anne Boleyn. APEH 



 FILM REVIEWS: 

I watched the miniseries Waco last week on Netflix. This would be useful for APUSH and for any AP 
student learning to analyze point of view. Waco is based on a memoir written by one of the key players 
in the event. Consider how this account is more or less reliable because it is told from this perspective. 
Imagine how the story might be portrayed differently if it were based on someone else’s book. 

  

ACTIONS FOR YOU: 

1.       If you hear of a specific book or movie title from lists you find online, you can ask for my 
recommendation. Please “reply all” when you do this, so that I can make my recommendations 
for all. If you find a list prepared by another teacher for APUSH or APEH, there is a good chance I 
have read it or watched it, and I would be glad to give you my review. 
2.       If you read and/or watch and/or listen to something that might interest your classmates, 
please “reply all” and tell us about it, so your classmates can see it too. Don’t write a full review 
in this setting, but feel free to comment on whether or not you would recommend it to others 
and maybe why. It would be especially helpful if you find something that might be exciting 
news. For example, I heard that the musical Hamilton will be available on Disney Plus sometime 
this summer.  

 


