
 

English I Summer Reading Activity 
Welcome to English I and our summer reading program! As you while away the lazy summer days, a 

good read is a constant, interesting companion, in rain or shine. Being able to read and comprehend is one of the 

most valuable skills you can attain. Make new friends this summer; read good books! 

 

Your summer reading novel: The Hound of the Baskervilles by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
As you read, you should take notes in your novel for future reference.  After reading the novel, complete the 

following and bring it the first full day of class. This assignment should be done in paragraph form (NOTE: it 

is not an actual essay because you are not required to include intro/conclusion paragraphs).  

This assignment should be done WITHOUT any outside sources. Your brain and your book 

are all you should use. 
 

1. Theme: Identify, explain, and illustrate two themes, or central messages, in the novel. You can use original 

photography, original art, or online pictures for each illustration. Include an important quote that in some 

way illustrates each theme. Each theme should be on separate typed pages.  

 

2. Conflict: Explain 3 conflicts in the story.  Label each as man vs. man, man vs. nature, man vs. society, man 

vs. supernatural, or man vs. self.  Briefly recap the conflict in 1-2 sentences and then explain how each 

conflict pushes the story toward its resolution. This should be 1-2 typed pages. 

 

3. Characterization: Describe any 3 characters from the novel (their personality traits, strengths, weaknesses, 

etc.). Include one quote from the novel per character that provides some insight into that person. Explain 

whether each quote is direct or indirect characterization and why. This section should be 1-2 typed pages. 

See below for the definitions of direct and indirect characterization. 

• Direct Characterization: The narrator tells the reader what to think about a character (ex. “Tom was a 

selfless man.”) 

• Indirect Characterization: The narrator shows the reader what to think about a character (ex. “Tom 

worked two jobs to support his family.  No matter how tired he was, he always made time for his 

children.”) 

 

Note: MLA format for all typed work should have 1” margins and be double-spaced. Include the following 

heading at the upper left margin on the first page only: 

Your name 

Mrs. DeRuiter 

English I 

Date completed 

 I will be available by email throughout the summer for any questions: kaseyderuiter@ccslions.org  


